88          ELBA, AND THE HUNDRED DAYS.
will encounter sympathetic sentiments. This route, too, will recall the passage of the Alps at the time of the Mareno-o campaign, and the Emperor settles on it. The moon rises. At eleven he leaves the bivouac and 0-oes toward Cannes, whither he had sent General Cambronne with a vanguard to buy mules and horses. He passes through Cannes at midnight, and continues his route, leaving Antibes on the right.
Thursday, March 2.    The Emperor has marched all nioiit.   At daybreak they wind round Grasse, and take up position on a plateau which overlooks the town.    Some  of   the inhabitants bring provisions, which the Emperor accepts and pays for.    After resting two hours, he sets off again in the direction of Sernon.   At Grasse he abandons the four field-pieces which composed his artillery, because they would be impediments on the almost impassable roads they are about to traverse.   A hundred men under Cambronne form the vanguard; the Emperor is in the centre, with the battalion of the Old Guard, which escorts the treasure and the ammunition and stores; the Corsican battalion form the rear-guard.     The way is difficult and the cold severe.    They march in single file along roads bordering precipices, down which several mules, one of them laden with gold, plunge and cannot be rescued.   Napoleon, obliged to dismount in order to keep warm, more than once stumbles in the snow. Once he rests for a moment in a cabin where there is an old woman,  and draws near her brushwood fixe.